THE   ECOLE   NORMALS
Small groups soon formed amongst this crowd of studious youths, gradually brought together by similarities of tastes and talents. Hippolyte Taine, who was a passable pianist and passionately fond of music, had met among his companions a violinist, M. Rieder, and a violoncellist, M. Quinot, with whom he played Mozart's and Beethoven's trios. He found another sort of relaxation in the sparkling conversation of Edmond About; the future novelist's inexhaustible wit and brilliant flights of fancy contrasted with his own purely speculative absorption, and he bore with the best grace in the world the humorous teasing he was subjected to, both from About and from Francisque Sarcey.
He also sought the society of some of his graver fellow-students, such as Gr. A. Heinrich, Barnave (the future abbe), and Cambier (who became a missionary and died in China in 1866) ; he discussed with them subjects of theology and ecclesiastical history, which at that time had a large share in his studies and writings. He also saw much of the students in the Science section, and had long talks with the young physician of the Ecole, Dr. Noel Gueneau de Mussy, being already attracted towards the physiological researches which afterwards became the basis of his psychology. Every subject, whether literary, .philosophical, religious, scientific, historical, political or social, was tackled in turn by those independent young minds. The Ecole Normale seemed a privileged place, a sort of intellectual oasis which the reaction of 1850 could not reach. However, a threatening peal was sounded towards the end of the school year. M. P. F. Dubois, founder of the Globe, who was suspected of liberalism, was superseded
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